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What Does Sustainabitity Look Like in Nebraska?
A Conversation Worth Having
ByJAY LEftTER, PH.D + Develop an atmosphere where the coi1ectve Grand Island and ScottsbluffCCNES
WFIAT IS the value of listening to someone else’s point expectation is for participants to learn from one
ofview? What is the value of explaining my own point another, question one another and explore the Perhaps the mast important outcome of the Omaha
ofvie to people }i think differently than myself? environmental and sustainability issues of CCNES, one that was echoed time and again by the
What i, the alue ua conversation on critical Nebras- Nebraska. Omaha participants, is the opportunity to build on the
ka resources among people with diverse experiences + Build from the conversations in each conference. first conference. Participants in the Omaha CCNES
and backgrounds? What is the value of conversation 4 Develop recommendations for individual and cal- expressed not only appreciation for the creation of this
leading to st of lusiois ahout Nebraska resources lective action. unique event but also a desire to see the enerr and com
and then &ing able t an those questions in the mitmerit oftheir work carry forward to the remaining
moment? What is the value of developing opportuni- The conference design affords a unique setting to three events. Ultimately, the CCNES highlights the need
ties for the citizens of Nebraska to do all of these explore the five resources—land, water, food, eneri for more opportunities for conversation as one means
things while loLuslng on i P s of land, food, and materials—one at a time and then in combina for raising the level of discourse on these five cntical
water. energy and material 9 tion. Many of the conversations at the Omaha event resources and, thus, improvingour collective capacity to
These are big questions nat get to the core purpos included remarks, conclusions and questions about create a more sustainable ftiture in Nebraska.

es ofthe Conversations Conference on Nebraska Envi- the interconnectivity of the fIve resources. Thus, par- Southeastern Nebraskans will have an opportunity
ronment and Sustan.bilit (CCNFS). if the value of ticipants not only learned about these resources on to engage in provocative, resourceful conversations at
thL Cti t ‘ , J i W. ) I i . ‘ t . i heir own but, more importantly. the ways in which a the CCNES on Feb ii, 2011, at the University at
CCNES are cc ftical rat.ig the evc disc. .rse sustainable future for Nebraska depends on the under- Nebraska-Lincoln, organized with the support of the
among Nebraska Citizens about resource use and con- standing ofall critical resources. CONTINUu’ o’ PAGE 10
servation in Nebraska. When people engage in discussion that
Nebrsk has a unaue combination of resources. ‘rjt!t. I hiri 1t;&ai is

Our . uace,locationoverthesecond- pcrspc’tive t.king and thi ticulvion uf
OSHERlargest aquifer in the world and enormous potential one’s own point of view, the collective

for producing food and renewable energy make understanding ofa given topic is increased. .
NSt.)TE

Jebrsia ‘E Ll itut d in world that faces an uncer- A classic, sometimes deserved, criticism of .

________—

Liii t’Per? future and growing shortages ofwater and events such as the CCNES is that what is
other natural resources. needed is more action and less talk. One , . ‘ . ‘- . : ; :: . . : : . . :

pointofviewonthisdebateisthatallaction . , .,. ‘
., .

. requires purposeful. structured and action- , _.
-.-

t14’hen people engage in oriented communication in order to devel- • .

op the plans, policies and projects that leaddiscussion tha tfosters to effective action. Without overstating cai program
what was achieved in this regard during the “The Music of Poetry/The Poetry ofMusic” presented by )ohncritical thinking, Cr1 tzCal Omaha CCNES, there were several action- Walker, rnt1ician and reüredNebrakaWeste’yan prnesso

oriented outcomes developed by the partic- of philosophy.*

listening, perspective ipants in the conversations. Open to the public at the Nebraska Champions Club
7O Stadium Drive. Lincoln, Neb.taking and the articula— i. Tim” iden1ifiati. ofres:urces nfo’- est vtesrnuial

rin e’9erts b-’nhmark pr jects)tion ofone’s own point of that will be useful for participants to : :=:
focus on action after the conference.viei,v the collective As was srted above, the development OLLI nfr ‘6 iiffercn’ c-’ur- startin in lamarv ‘ ud

- ihr u, \L r ‘ I t ‘ .cf coalitions at people with simi1a
understandt .g c,,[a ven Itherests ra1tuLi nt

lu,urLactr’,1tft or thL rts ihechoi
ku 1

3. Better understanding of the issues to
9.1 Remenber, there we no tests ana no graes. i neei5nt-weetopic is zncreasea. more infc rmed and higher qua! “in rc ie rul anl

- i• cC S - •. fl C’ - ‘ “i, ts
4. . ghth evei ..f public comrrntnien. .:n unha. idi c iii &.I. U ‘C1’ •k

On Nov. 2, over 150 people from the Omaha area to work toward a more sustainable at the 1. int.irian Church, The Mystical Hirp by Ka!hc’n
met at Creighton University to participate in the first future. Wychubs dod mputer semmr on baic an ‘h.’tgr.iphy.
CCNES and to discuss these resources. The partici- 5. A commitment to understanding ac.

-
- (

pants included engineers, architects, industry and developing baseline measurements ur er e value ulded cmbe ‘.hip t’—o.fits and
business executives and managers, representatives all resources so that improvement on discounts from affiliate and partner organizations
from a variety of nonprofit organizations, scholars any one can be documented and
and high school and college students. This face-to-face understood in context.
event came on the heels of a preconference electronic 6. A realization that regionalism aiid
discussion about these resources, and it precedes competition needs to be dealt with
three remaining conferences in Lincoln, Grand Island through conversation and cooperation.
and Scottsbluff in the coming year. 7 Coming to terms with the notion that
Convened by the Joslyn Institute for Sustainable only in rare instances is a single solu -

Communities, the CCNES is the product of a partner- tion available. For each issue, it is nec
ship with the Sustainability Leadership Institute and essary to understand complexity and
four institutions of higher learning across the state: trade-offs.
Creighton University, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 8. A commitment to research the policie:
(UNL), Central Community College and Western that influence (often negatively) th
Nebraska Community College. The CCNES is designed practices of the citizens of the state of
with simple principles in mind: Nebraska. r ! ‘ihe \e’r..k.i I-. wn riiti.’. .t.nui ir’r.’ d ‘‘i, ‘‘

-

9 A commitment to include e’ s ‘u fl 1

b
1ft

+ Create space for citizens to engage in meaningful citizens, each of which is critcal, :11 - ‘ !,Js, - ill jt:” ,is’st. flsfls’fl,

conversations, the decision-making process.
+ Provide resources for facilitating these conversa- io. Economics matter. A realization that ebrakations including access to information, experts on economic incentives for sustainahL

the respective resource topics, people to record practices will often be the best solu N ,al or 1.flI

conversations in order to inform simultaneously tion for changing public behavior, employer with a co O(ehe’,sp,. ølar’ fo d ers1ty.

and subsequent conversations. Opportunities for the Lincoln,
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